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suitable occasions joined with zest in the discussions and drew out
valuable contributions from others.
Rutherford received the news of his election with boyish elation.
A student declares that it * gingered up his lectures' to such an extent
that the student resolved to follow where Rutherford led, nor has his
resolve been without marked results.
In 1925 Rutherford paid testimony to the generous help that Prof. P.
Langevin had given in the piezo-electric method of submarine detection
during the War. Although the idea had occurred to many, it became
a possibility only because of the development of amplifiers during the
War period. Langevin was the first to make trials with this scheme in
the harbour of Toulon, and he allowed representatives of the Admiralty
(British) to be present and to assist in his experiments.
At an earlier date, about 1917, some of us advocated the view that
Rutherford originated the scheme of a piezo-electric submarine detector,
whereas Langevin had claimed priority. Rutherford's reply to me was
short and final: "If Langevin says the idea was his, then the idea was
Langevin's,"
In July Rutherford sailed, with his wife, for Australia and New
Zealand and has left the following account of his tour:
We left England on July 25th from Liverpool by the SS. Ascanius via
the Cape. I was met by one of the Firm at the boat and they kindly
allowed us to use the cabins de luxe on board the boat. This included
a large cabin for each, a small sitting room, and a private bathroom.
There were only about fifty passengers, about half of whom were
bound for the Cape. We had a comfortable and rather cool journey to
Capetown. There we stayed the night with Sir Carruthers Beattie,
Principal of the University, and had a very pleasant dinner party in the
evening. Next morning I visited the University and saw the work of
both Schonland and Newbery. My wife spent the morning visiting
special places and gardens.
We had a long and rather tedious journey to Adelaide but with only
one or two days* bad weather. We arrived at Adelaide on September
2nd and there left the Ascanius. Half an hour after she arrived in port